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Well, it's over. Beijing came through after all, and Toronto's hopes of being the
victorious underdog have been quashed once again.
Unlike most people, I don't think Toronto even stood a chance. Beijing see-med to
be the favourite from…

The Olympics
Well, it's over. Beijing came through after all, and Toronto's hopes of being the
victorious underdog have been quashed once again.
But unlike most people, I don't think Toronto even stood a chance. Beijing see-
med to be the favourite from the moment the bidding was announced. Juan
Antonio Samaranch, the International Olympic Committee president, wanted
Beijing to win, and even one of Canada's IOC members, Dick Pound, had
essentially confirmed it would indeed be the host city.
And yet we still spent millions trying to prove the world wrong. What's wrong with
us?
In the same week that we hear Canada has lost its position as the best place in
the world to live, due in part to the country's poverty situation, and Prime Minister
Jean Chretien admits we have a poverty problem, and we are told that the Ontario
government is reducing its commitment to children, we learn that some $20 million
has been spent on a losing cause.
It's time for Canada to forget about being in the world's spotlight and start
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focusing on its own internal struggles with poverty and the lack of effective
solutions.
We need to start paying as much media attention to the problems of the
unfortunate as we did on the Olympic bid. And we should all agree that, for the
time being, all governments should forget about throwing taxpayers' money
outside the country and focus on what taxes were originally designed for: to give
everyone a decent quality of life, regardless of income.
If we don't realize that our dwindling reputation starts at home, then perhaps the
loss of all that money on the Toronto bid will teach us a hard lesson: We're blind
and going nowhere fast.
And how is that different from what most of us think of China?
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jul 17, 2001
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It comes as no surprise to me that Health Canada is losing credibility with the
medical community, as shown by its repudiation in the Canadian Medical
Association Journal. ("Health Canada warnings `too slow': Canada's top medical
journal to print more…

It comes as no surprise to me that Health Canada is losing credibility with the
medical community, as shown by its repudiation in the Canadian Medical
Association Journal. ("Health Canada warnings `too slow': Canada's top medical
journal to print more timely drug advisories from faster-acting U.S. agency," May
1.)
There have been signs for some time that when it comes to the safety of an
individual, the likelihood of a swift and strong response from the department is
slim. We saw the problems with the HIV and hepatitis C scandals and, now, we are
seeing problems with vaccine and drug warnings.
I find it interesting that drugs and therapies can be approved on a "fast-track"
basis and would like to know just how many companies are applying for fast-
tracking.
Health Canada has done good things for Canada. But it is unfortunate to see it
continue to slip up when it comes to the safety of Canadians, while seemingly
giving in to the pressure of drug companies.
I hope that this appearance is misplaced because I want to trust Health Canada.
But I have to take the Canadian Medical Association's words to heart. If my doctor
doesn't really trust Health Canada, should I?
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Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
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After reading Glen McGregor's story on patronage appointees who will soon receive
large salary hikes ("Patronage appointees to get hefty pay raises," April 6), I find
myself feeling sorry for these indivi-duals.

After reading Glen McGregor's story on patronage appointees who will soon receive
large salary hikes ("Patronage appointees to get hefty pay raises," April 6), I find
myself feeling sorry for these indivi-duals. No matter how much they get paid, they
will never be seen for their actual contributions to society or to the companies they
are responsible for directing. We will never be able to see them as anything but
patronage appointees.
I might not make as much as these individuals, but I know the pain of being
judged based on who I know rather than what I know. I'd rather be known for what
I have done than as a poster boy for a political party.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Apr 10, 2001
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There's an old adage that says, "If you can't beat 'em, join 'em." Although this is a
tad extreme, I think that there might be some truth to the message. I'm not
suggesting that everyone sit back and just let FTAA go on without a protest; from
what I have…

Two protests were held in Ottawa in defiance of the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) agreement that will be discussed in Quebec City the week of April
20. Both were peaceful and did little to aggravate the police. Both were also, from
my perspective, utterly unsuccessful.
I am not surprised. When I see a person wandering the streets in sackcloths, blue-
hair wigs and sunglasses that even Elton John would eschew, I wonder about the
mental health of the protester rather than the cause they are supporting. To be
honest, I can't imagine anyone taking these people seriously.
There's an old adage that says, "If you can't beat 'em, join 'em." Although this is a
tad extreme, I think that there might be some truth to the message. I'm not
suggesting that everyone sit back and just let FTAA go on without a protest; from
what I have seen, it's a pretty scary thing. What I am saying is that 600 people in
blue suits would make a much more potent demonstration than 600 people in all
mannerisms of clothing, hairstyles and attitudes.
Protests should be unified and loud, but there also should be some link to the
cause of concern. We all know that the people involved in FTAA are going to be in
suits. Why not look just like them and maintain a positive protesting attitude? It
would be a welcome and perhaps discombobulating change.
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And there might be another positive result. Some people might actually get into
the conference and acquire a copy of the draft they are all so desperate to see.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Apr 8, 2001
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I'm glad Statistics Canada has spent good taxpayer dollars determining what we
already knew: The rich are getting richer; the poor are going nowhere ("Median
Canadian wealth hits $81,000," March 18). Now we have a reason to worry rather
than simple paranoia.

I'm glad Statistics Canada has spent good taxpayer dollars determining what we
already knew: The rich are getting richer; the poor are going nowhere ("Median
Canadian wealth hits $81,000," March 18). Now we have a reason to worry rather
than simple paranoia.
The Liberals promised jobs back in 1993; again in 1997, and again in 2000. The
only problem is they didn't factor in the cost-of- living skyrocketing the way it has.
Granted, it's pretty tough to try to stem the tide of rising costs but when you see
large companies raising prices simply because people have more money, you really
start to wonder what is going on.
There is little that can be done to change the tide, for the rich have the power in
Canada. Unlike other areas of the world, such as Serbia where the people can
actually do something by mass protests, Canadians seem quite happy with the
knowledge that their money is leaving their own pockets and going into someone
else's.
Until that mentality changes, we won't need any further reports illustrating the
obvious. We might use the money somewhere else; preferably in an impoverished
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person's pocket.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Mar 21, 2001
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As with all businesses (and CBS is a company, as detailed in the Canada
Corporations Act), there are both pros and cons to releasing information to the
public. CBS has taken this into account and is now suggesting that access to
information will no longer…

In October of 1997, Health Minister Allan Rock named the new blood supply
organization, which we now know as Canadian Blood Services. The mandate of this
organization was "to be responsible for a national blood-supply system which
assures access to a safe, secure and affordable supply of blood, blood products
and their alternatives, and supports their appropriate use."
A more recent mission statement says, "Canadian Blood Services operates
Canada's blood supply in a manner that gains the trust, commitment and
confidence of all Canadians by providing a safe, secure, cost-effective, affordable
and accessible supply of quality blood, blood products and their alternatives."
So far, the agency has not been doing so bad. But things may soon change.
As with all businesses (and CBS is a company, as detailed in the Canada
Corporations Act), there are both pros and cons to releasing information to the
public. CBS has taken this into account and is now suggesting that access to



information will no longer be based on the three major issues of benefit, risk and
cost. Instead, CBS wants to maintain its closed-door policy and hopes to justify
any refusal to provide access for information that "could be reasonably expected to
be harmful to an individual or public safety."
Although this may seem like a step backwards, CBS is doing nothing wrong.
In 1993, Justice Horace Krever's recommended that there be a new non-profit
agency devoted solely to the collection and distribution of blood products. CBS has
effectively fulfilled that recommendation. Justice Krever's report included a
requirement that CBS be at arm's length from the government and that no public
servants hold any seats on the board of directors. To my knowledge, that too has
been fulfilled.
Finally, the agency was to do its best to ensure that the blood supply in Canada
was as safe as possible. Other than the potential threat of Creutzfeldt-Jakob
Disease and its variants, for which there are numerous patents for its diagnosis
but as of yet no concrete test, CBS has fulfilled that requirement and the blood
supply can be considered safe.
In essence, CBS has done everything right until now. So why has it decided to
adopt this strange policy that may allow it to keep information away from the
public?
The answer is found by looking back to the Krever inquiry. It seemed there had
been mass ignorance in the blood system of the potential for the spread of HIV
and hepatitis C through blood products. Krever attempted to find out why the
ignorance was there. What he found was that there was no ignorance at all. Not
only did people know about what was going on, they sat and did nothing about it.
The lives of Canadians were put at risk because public servants were unwilling to
release information and take the subsequent blame. There have been numerous
lawsuits filed and a large settlement with regards to hepatitis C has been reached,
but that took years. And, as every government knows, time is always on its side.
Now CBS is adopting a similar policy on access to information, at least in words,
and those who have dealt with the pain of the past years are crying foul. The sins
may repeat themselves (if the threat of CJD is real and not simply theoretical) and
the debacle that led to the Krever inquiry may repeat itself.
Although CBS may legally be entitled to keep its doors closed, the appearance of
this move is suspect. Moreover, our own health minister said the company would
operate in an open atmosphere. When Mr. Rock announced CBS in 1997, he stated,
"Canadians should be assured that all partners in the system are doing their
utmost to benefit from the work of the [Krever] Commission and that we learn
lessons from the past."
Well, the past has taught us that all information about blood products should be
available to Canadians without obstacles, and that the blood system should be
trusted. It seems that in all CBS did that was right, it has now stumbled and it
may cost the agency dearly. It may take years of legal battles and suffering to find
out what the future holds for the blood system.
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Jason Tetro, an Ottawa scientist, has researched blood issues.
Illustration
Black & White Photo: Ottawa Citizen / Canada's blood system must include access
to information, writes scientist Jason Tetro. ;
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Mar 12, 2001
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Mr. [Lucien Bouchard] has done a great deal more than educate and involve
Canadians in Quebec's ongoing struggle for independence. He taught and involved
most Canadians on other issues, that have nothing to do with Quebec separation.
…

I was nine when Rene Levesque stood in front of all Canadians and admitted that
he had lost his battle for separation. The fight should have ended there. But
thanks to Lucien Bouchard, separatism was reborn.
As a result, I have been educated on the separatist cause, taken part in two
referendums and seen the Bloc Quebecois enter Parliament.
Not bad for a man who was supposedly taking on a lost cause.
But Mr. Bouchard has done a great deal more than educate and involve Canadians
in Quebec's ongoing struggle for independence. He taught and involved most
Canadians on other issues, that have nothing to do with Quebec separation.
As a minister in Brian Mulroney's cabinet, he showed us the charm and poise that
many of the ministers at that time, and to some extent today, lacked. He made
the threat of emerging infectious diseases real to all Canadians, and then showed
how a person can fight back against a disability.
He showed us that moving from federal to provincial politics can be a positive
move and that leaving a sinking ship, whether it be the Conservatives, the Bloc or
the PQ does not mean that your career is over.
This last point is the true political legacy of Mr. Bouchard.
With apologies to U.S. President Bill Clinton, I believe that Mr. Bouchard is the
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true "Comeback Kid" and this is the best reason why he should be admired and
respected by Canadians and historians.
I am glad to see Mr. Bouchard leave the separatist cause but I am just as happy to
say that this will not be the last we see of him. Somehow, somewhere, he will
once again pop up in the headlines and make us all sit back, and wonder how he
managed to grab our collective attention all over again.
I can't wait.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jan 15, 2001



Last updated 2010-06-11
Database Canadian Newsstand Major Dailies



Find a copy

Abstract (summary)

Full Text

document 8 of 22
Side effects: [Final Edition]
(1) Tetro JA. Side effects. The Ottawa Citizen 2001 Jan 15(08393222):D.5-D5.

http://sfx.scholarsportal.info/ottawa?genre=article&sid=ProQ:&atitle=Side effects:
[Final Edition]&title=The Ottawa Citizen&issn=0839-3222&date=2001-01-
15&volume=1&issue=&spage=D.5&au=Tetro, Jason A

I would rather deal with the aches, pains and fever than worry about some short-
or long-term effect of a vaccine that was made for the masses. I would rather not
be a guinea pig, regardless of who is paying. Let me put it to you this way: Every
year, the…

I might as well admit it now, I didn't get the flu shot this year. I don't want it,
either. I understand that the Ontario government was kind enough to make the flu
shot free for everyone, a $38-million effort.
But the result has been a debacle. We are continually hearing of side-effects,
potential high costs, favouritism towards pharmaceutical companies, and now, the
chance that the campaign won't make a dent in the number of people filling
emergency wards. This is not at all surprising to me.
There are people who will benefit from the flu shot: the elderly primarily, but also
those who are immuno-compromised and suffering from chronic diseases that may
be worsened by an attack of influenza.
But for the majority of people out there, including myself, the cost of side effects
weigh quite heavily against the prevention of something that happens quite
naturally.
I would rather deal with the aches, pains and fever than worry about some short-
or long-term effect of a vaccine that was made for the masses. I would rather not
be a guinea pig, regardless of who is paying. Let me put it to you this way: Every
year, the car companies come out with a new model. Inevitably, there are problems
that lead to a recall. Well, in my eyes, the mass immunization campaign of 2000-
2001 is just like that new model. The only difference is that there can be no
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recalls.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jan 15, 2001
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There are many personal and social barriers preventing some from putting words on
paper and then sharing those words with another. E- mail has broken many of
those barriers by making communication easier, faster and less formal.
Although…

I was first introduced to the Internet in the late 1980s when few people had heard
of the so-called information superhighway. The screen was black, the letters yellow
or green depending on the monitor. There was no such thing as Netscape or
Internet Explorer.
There was something called electronic mail or e-mail, which was being touted as
the future of communication.
Ten years later, I consider e-mail to be a godsend.
A letter, whether it is to your best friend down the street or to the editor of a big-
city newspaper, is a challenge even to the most ardent writer.
There are many personal and social barriers preventing some from putting words on
paper and then sharing those words with another. E- mail has broken many of
those barriers by making communication easier, faster and less formal.
I have contributed several times to the Citizen, exclusively through e-mail, and
have been fortunate enough to garner the attention of an editor. The consequences
have been incredible, as I have seen discussion, debates and ire all shown in
response to my words.
Although I have to thank the Citizen for noticing me, I have to thank the Internet
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for removing the one barrier I faced: I hated to expend the effort required to send
snail mail or faxes.
Although funny in hindsight, I realize that a quirk in my personality had prevented
my free speech. I now see that indolence should not stand in the way of
expression.
I should make the following promise: Should the Citizen's Web site shut down and
revert back to old-fashioned methods, they can be assured that they'll still see a
letter from me whenever I feel I have to be heard.
Jason Tetro,
Ottawa
Illustration
Black & White Photo: (Jason Tetro) ;
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Dec 22, 2000
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I am a regular commuter who finds himself surrounded each and every day by high
school students. I notice their actions, their speech patterns and, unfortunately,
their sleep patterns. Seeing one or more of these teenagers tired or even catching
a few…

I am a regular commuter who finds himself surrounded each and every day by high
school students. I notice their actions, their speech patterns and, unfortunately,
their sleep patterns. Seeing one or more of these teenagers tired or even catching
a few winks on a bus prior to a school day is quite disturbing.
Now, it has been over a decade since I was a high school student, but I don't recall
seeing so many tired contemporaries on a regular basis. Sure, there were the times
when a concert rolled into town on a weeknight, but that was only a few times a
year.
My observances suggest that the tiredness stems from something different; no one
seems to be talking about "what they did" the night before. From where I stand,
these students are just plain tired. And it seems to be a growing trend.
I have heard incessant reports of how the teachers and the government are
blaming each other for the mediocre results of student testing. Now there is a
report saying that more money must be spent to prevent a poisonous climate in
the classroom. I wonder, however, how much of that poison is truly attributable to
the teachers or the government?
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I know that when I was tired, I was cranky and grumpy; I am sure these students
are not particularly different. But their attitude is probably made worse by the
seemingly unendless diatribe concerning their poor standings in the world. If
someone told me I was less than favourable, I wouldn't be altogether happy
either.
So, I wonder: Is there a chance that students can be included in this debate of
education? Can there be another voice added to the talks? Does anyone in power
actually trust students to have a sound voice?
I personally hope so because at the end of the day, they are the ones at stake and
they are, without a doubt, our future.
Yet all I see them doing is yawning.
Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Dec 11, 2000
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Well, the game is over and yes, Mr. [Jean Chretien] is a winner. The only problem
is that I feel as if I have lost. When I think about the cost of the election, why did
Mr. Chretien not to use the money on something that all Canadians truly wanted:
repealing the GST?

Federal Election 2000
After five weeks of mudslinging, ignorance of the issues and candidates coming to
my door, the Liberals have won yet another election. Congratulations to Jean
Chretien and the Liberal party.
Why did we just go through this whole exercise? This election wasn't democracy, it
was a game. Mr. Chretien was upset at the Alliance for demeaning him; he got his
revenge by winning a third majority. In the process, all Canadians were harassed
and subject to some of the worst politicking ever.
But here's the thing that really bugs me and many other Canadians: We all knew
he would win. The term minority government was tossed around, but no one
actually believed it, did they? If they did, their eyes were definitely not open.
And yes, there were some wonderful potshots taken at the party leaders, including
the Doris-Day name-change referendum, but these moments had nothing to do
with the election.
Well, the game is over and yes, Mr. Chretien is a winner. The only problem is that I
feel as if I have lost. When I think about the cost of the election, why did Mr.
Chretien not to use the money on something that all Canadians truly wanted:
repealing the GST?
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Jason A. Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Nov 30, 2000
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I had contemplated being one of the 60,000 people who went to Parliament Hill
over the weekend to pay their respects to former prime minister Pierre Trudeau.
But somehow, I felt that my place was not by myself, in front of his casket, saying
a private…

I had contemplated being one of the 60,000 people who went to Parliament Hill
over the weekend to pay their respects to former prime minister Pierre Trudeau.
But somehow, I felt that my place was not by myself, in front of his casket, saying
a private farewell -- my place was somewhere else.
So, there I was, yesterday morning, among so many others, watching, listening
and praying as Mr. Trudeau's casket was brought out of the Hall of Honour and into
the open on the Hill for one last time.
I was at a distance, much as I had been so many other times when I saw Mr.
Trudeau all those years ago. I never once attempted to get close to him then, nor
did I now.
In retrospect, I believe that my hesitancy in approaching such a great man came
down to one undeniable fact: He was unique. We, as Canadians, all strive to be
individuals with our own beliefs and faiths, and many of us succeed. But Mr.
Trudeau was never out to be different. He just was.
And as I have learned, it is far better to watch someone from afar than to get
close and never understand. In essence, genius and charisma should never be
touched or studied, just admired.
Mr. Trudeau may have had many friends, loves and confidantes, but somehow I
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believe no one could touch his true, wonderful self. No matter where we stood, we
were all looking at him from a distance. Much as I did to say goodbye.
Jason Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Oct 3, 2000
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It is almost infuriating that Renata Coppola, who has not yet seen one episode of
The Sopranos, has decided to call for its removal ("Sopranos hits sour note," Sept.
15).

It is almost infuriating that Renata Coppola, who has not yet seen one episode of
The Sopranos, has decided to call for its removal ("Sopranos hits sour note," Sept.
15).
It shows once again that ignorance seems to take a stronger hold on people's
emotions and resultant actions than actual observation and delineation.
I have several Italian friends and, to be honest, I don't see them as members of
the mafia; I see them as great people.
If Ms. Coppola wants to remove stereotypes for Italians, perhaps she should start
requesting the removal of all televised Italian soccer matches and cooking shows.
After all, not all Italians are great soccer players or cooks.
We don't want to insult them, do we?
Jason Tetro,
Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Sep 21, 2000
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Whether it be the massive outbreak in Walkerton or the newly created ecological
disaster in Chetwynd, Canada seems to be losing its water quality standards.
I believe it's the latter. In the past few decades, you could count the number…

It is interesting that the United Nations calls Canada the best place in which to
live and yet we hear continual reports of towns and cities that cannot drink or use
their water resources.
Whether it be the massive outbreak in Walkerton or the newly created ecological
disaster in Chetwynd, Canada seems to be losing its water quality standards.
But the question remains: Are these isolated incidents or are they the trends for
the future?
I believe it's the latter. In the past few decades, you could count the number of
countries that could drink their groundwater with the fingers of one hand. Now,
that number seems to be dropping.
Canada and the United States are facing a water crisis that will not just simply go
away. To make things worse, the remedy will be a major economic burden.
Canadians must be willing to help economically in the cleanup, but we must also
pressure those companies that choose to ignore environmental concerns in the
name of profit to face up to their responsibilities and change their ways.
There is no doubt that to save our water and our place atop the nations in water
quality, we must work hard and long and pay from our pockets and our hearts. Put
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it this way, how much would you pay to drink your tap water?
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Executive assistant Centre for Research on Environmental Microbiology
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Aug 8, 2000
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I am not saying that love, affection or understanding might have helped [Philip
Allaire]: That would just be indirectly shifting blame to his father, Marc. No, I am
saying that we should not be so quick to judge those who may or may not be able
to help.

In light of the tragedy involving Philip Allaire, I wonder if we should immediately
start laying blame on whatever or whomever might seem best at fault. It is a
natural instinct, yes, but perhaps it is not the best course of action.
When I was depressed, as a child and as a young man, I was given very little
advice from the professionals, mainly because I faked it. I didn't want to be
considered a mental problem, so I adamantly maintained that I was in reasonable
mental health but just tired.
It's not so hard to fool someone who really doesn't want to see a problem. I know
several others who have maintained their freedom through lies.
What helped me out of my depression was not professional advice but, rather, the
love and affection of family and friends. In the second depression the
understanding of my life partner, Diane, was key. She was a strength that helped
me find a way past the pain.
I am not saying that love, affection or understanding might have helped Philip
Allaire: That would just be indirectly shifting blame to his father, Marc. No, I am
saying that we should not be so quick to judge those who may or may not be able
to help.
As for Philip, I don't know what could have saved him because I didn't know him. If
anyone else did know him, perhaps they could share their feelings, thoughts, and
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maybe answers. All I can share are my prayers.
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jun 15, 2000
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Whether it be transfusion of hepatitis C-contaminated blood, the revealed link
between cigarette smoking and cancer, or this new problem of tainted water, there
seems to be a common thread for those who are responsible: deny all until you
have no further recourse and...

In light of the Ontario government's offer to compensate the people of Walkerton,
I can only think of previous attempts by those in the wrong to sweep the issue
under the carpet.
Whether it be transfusion of hepatitis C-contaminated blood, the revealed link
between cigarette smoking and cancer, or this new problem of tainted water, there
seems to be a common thread for those who are responsible: deny all until you
have no further recourse and then offer money to keep those affected quiet.
There is really no way to compensate people for the losses they have incurred.
Offering money is a way to help, yes, but not as a means of putting an issue to
rest. I know I will not forget these transgressions. It's the only way to prevent
them from happening again.
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jun 12, 2000
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I may not speak for all Canadians, but I would like to apologize to the
MacPhersons, Chartrands, Kaminskis and Swiftarrows; any one of them may be the
one in the tomb at the War Memorial or somewhere in a military grave in this vast
world. I don't believe…

Isn't it ironic that less than two days after we lay the Unknown Soldier to rest, we
now hear of another scandal in the Canadian military? It seems that there may be
more news to come as there are no signs of disciplinary action for those who are
wrong (in this event and others).
The military these days seems to have a problem that has gone unnoticed for
years. In the past decade, there has been more light shone on the negative
aspects of the military, all with good reason. But, in all of this uproar, we seem to
forget the real reason the military exists ... for the protection of the sovereignty of
our nation.
I may not speak for all Canadians, but I would like to apologize to the
MacPhersons, Chartrands, Kaminskis and Swiftarrows; any one of them may be the
one in the tomb at the War Memorial or somewhere in a military grave in this vast
world. I don't believe they gave up their lives for this.
Please, Mr. Eggleton, don't just sit around and play politics. Canadians may
understand what you are doing, but those who serve Canada surely don't deserve
it.
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jun 2, 2000
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It looks as though the federal government has forgotten all about its attempts to
lower the smuggling rate in favour...

It looks as though the federal government has forgotten all about its attempts to
lower the smuggling rate in favour of keeping cigarettes out of the hands of
children. I apologize if I do not share the government's point of view on tax hikes
but raising taxes will only make the hard-earned money of all Canadians disappear.
Jason Tetro, Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. May 15, 2000
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Boris Yeltsin has resigned and given the opportunity for a better successor. The
Middle East and Northern Ireland may finally be at peace. Iraq has been reticent in
light of its past conflicts. China wants to make communism fit into the 21st
century. Oh,…

It is past Jan. 1, 2000, and all seems to be well. Actually, all seems great. Y2K
came and went with no glitches, as everyone had hoped (and expected).
Boris Yeltsin has resigned and given the opportunity for a better successor. The
Middle East and Northern Ireland may finally be at peace. Iraq has been reticent in
light of its past conflicts. China wants to make communism fit into the 21st
century. Oh, and almost everyone partied because it was the end of 1999. What a
start.
But now comes the hard part. We are here, in the 21st century and the end of the
world hasn't come. Although I am glad about it, I have to admit that I was hoping
for some event that would change the attitudes of people from those of the
previous year and century.
Many Canadians have been stressed, overworked, unhappy, and burnt out because
of the proverbial rat race. What has been the most memorable moment of the past
100 years? According to most, it was war and conflict.
In contrast, we all took one concurrent deep breath over 24 hours as 2000 greeted
the world and the impact was incredible. What was the most memorable moment
of the past 24 hours? Any one could suffice, all of them would be peaceful.
I would like to pass on this idea: just imagine what impact we would have if we
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continued to take these wonderful deep breaths. Happy New Year and Century,
Ottawa!
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Jan 4, 2000
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As a footnote, Lynn Saxberg's Citizen review of the Great Big Sea concert was
excellent except for one point. Melanie Doane's take on Beethoven's 5th was
actually a remix of the song A Fifth of Beethoven which was on the Saturday Night
Fever album and…

We can all get along ... in music, at least. I was one of the 6,000 in attendance at
the Great Big Sea concert at the Civic Centre ("Great Big Sea rocks Ottawa," Nov.
21). The show, which was billed as an experience in Maritime music, did not
disappoint me.
However, what was surprising was the vast range of people attending the concert -
- old and young, mainstream and alternative, francophones and anglophones,
Newfoundlanders and non- Newfoundlanders.
Each person was there for their own reasons, of that I have no doubt. But they
were there.
They came to cheer on the music, the bands, and themselves. This support was
culminated during the second encore (of three) in a moment of complete
synchronization which I shall never forget. Every single hand in the auditorium was
raised, moving in harmony with the music whilst the band played on.
Congratulations, Great Big Sea! You have done something our politicians have
never accomplished. You have united Canadians, all of us, in a way which we shall
cherish for a very, very long time.
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As a footnote, Lynn Saxberg's Citizen review of the Great Big Sea concert was
excellent except for one point. Melanie Doane's take on Beethoven's 5th was
actually a remix of the song A Fifth of Beethoven which was on the Saturday Night
Fever album and was made famous as John Travolta danced to it.
Jason A. Tetro, Ottawa
Illustration
Black & White Photo: Adrian Wyld, The Ottawa Citizen / Jason Tetro writes about a
cherished moment of harmony among the fans cheering on Great Big Sea and Alan
Doyle. ;
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Nov 24, 1999
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The first round of criticisms came from a few individuals who are, without a doubt,
deeply religious. I must state here that most of those who approached me and
agreed with my viewpoints practise under some religious denomination. However,
some, including…

Six months ago, I wrote a letter with my take on the then fresh tragedy at
Columbine School in Colorado. The Citizen not only printed my letter but
accompanied it with a photo of me ("Don't judge a man by his black trenchcoat,"
April 26). I mention this because unlike other letters that I had written in the past,
this one showed my face to Ottawa.
The response, I must say, was overwhelming and cordial. Whether people agreed
with me or not, the debates were civil though often spirited. The only major
inhospitable criticisms came from individuals who may be grouped into one of two
diametrically opposed areas of the public spectrum.
The first round of criticisms came from a few individuals who are, without a doubt,
deeply religious. I must state here that most of those who approached me and
agreed with my viewpoints practise under some religious denomination. However,
some, including a person who has been somewhat vocal in the Citizen lately,
believe that simply having a philosophy that even remotely resembles a non-
conventional or offensive mind set is a direct violation of moral (read: holy)
beliefs.
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As I said six months ago, I am a very moral man and most of these morals come
from religious values. I have, however decided to apply them in a different fashion.
If that is wrong, then by logic, the majority of those who have agreed with me are
wrong. I doubt that my denouncers would like to affirm that conclusion in this
newspaper.
The second round of criticisms came from those who like to be called members of
the underground. Their displeasure was based on the fact that I chose to take a
so-called underground philosophy of individualism and responsibility for one's own
actions and bring it to the mainstream. According to some, the mere attempt to
bring underground ideas to the mainstream is a losing battle. No matter how much
one may state a belief, no one will choose to listen or acknowledge.
This way of thinking, I feel, has been debunked by the response I have received to
my small letter. People from all over the city and from all areas of life have
commented on those few words. Some have even chosen to change their own
application of certain beliefs because of my article. This proves that if you give
people the chance to listen and respond, they will.
We are no longer a society of persecution but of information. Surely at this point in
Canadian human history, anyone can speak out and be heard. If that is not
believed, then perhaps my article should not have been printed.
In the end, my own philosophy has not changed from what I wrote in the article six
months ago. In fact, I am more confident in the practice of many of my beliefs
simply because of the positive response I have received. I contributed a small text
to Ottawa and the city reciprocated with a response that I shall cherish for the rest
of my life.
Thank you Ottawa and the Ottawa Citizen. What was simply a cry to be understood
has become something so much more.
Jason Tetro, Ottawa
Illustration
Black & White Photo: Dave Chan, The Ottawa Citizen / Jason Tetro writes that he
has become convinced that if you give people a chance to listen and respond, they
will. ;
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Oct 28, 1999
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I am a man who has long hair. I wear a long, black trenchcoat. I listen to and
enjoy Marilyn Manson's music. I am even learning to read, write and speak German.
I am not, however, a killer.
These questions may seem trivial but they are…

I am a man who has long hair. I wear a long, black trenchcoat. I listen to and
enjoy Marilyn Manson's music. I am even learning to read, write and speak German.
I am not, however, a killer.
I have found it interesting that in the wake of yet another mass killing, the
questions about the nature of the killers centres on their taste in music and their
hobbies.
Now, I am sure that in the determination of a person's profile, these points are
touched upon, but I wonder if these are truly the best questions to ask and release
through the media. I do not believe so. I believe the following questions should be
asked, answered and provided to the public:
- Did these two teenagers believe in good and evil?
- Did they have faith in anything?
- Was there a political viewpoint held by these youngsters?
- Who did they respect and who did they not respect?
- Did they have any fear of death or, similarly, feel any reason to live?
These questions may seem trivial but they are the basis of our society. Every
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individual must somehow find a place on the social rope and to facilitate this,
morals have been developed and taught for centuries. Unfortunately, and not for
the first time in history, morals have been suffering a backlash due to their
somewhat religious context.
Many morals may seem "religious" but that may be a result of our societies being
based primarily on religion, with subsequent amendments to reflect changes in our
beliefs and viewpoints.
There are numerous examples of morality changing with society. What has not
changed is that a person without morals cannot find a place on the social rope.
Give this person a gun and you can see how dangerous the situation can be.
For the record, I do believe in good and evil, I have faith in God and in myself. I
am conservative in nature and am against many forms of liberalism. But I respect
people for who they are; I let their actions speak for them and I reciprocate
respect. I feel there is a purpose for life although that has wavered from time to
time.
As for the final question, yes, I do fear death.
Perhaps we should all take some time to determine for ourselves, our children, our
friends and relatives where we stand, morally. Perhaps morals should take a high
place in society again, not as a religious crusade, but more as a way of rebuilding
society. Without knowing these basic facts, we will never know who may be or who
may not be a killer.
After all, if the past year has taught us anything, you don't have to be a
trenchcoat-wearing, Marilyn (or Charles, for that matter) Manson fan to be a killer.
You just have to be at the end of the social rope.
Jason Tetro, Ottawa
Illustration
Black & White Photo: Dave Chan, The Ottawa Citizen / I may wear a black
trenchcoat and have long hair but I'm no killer, writes Jason Tetro. ;
Copyright Southam Publications Inc. Apr 26, 1999
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